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Press Release 

2015 World Wide Views on Climate and Energy in Taiwan 

 

On June 6, 2015, more than 300 citizens interested in having a say in the 

world’s solution to the environmental issues will have their chance at the 2015 World 

Wide Views on Climate and Energy (WWViews), a global deliberative conference 

hosted synchronously in three cities, Taipei, Taichung and Tainan. 

 

“We are very excited that World Wide Views on Climate and Energy is being 

organized and happy to collaborate with such an important initiative,”said Christiana 

Figueres,UNFCCC Executive secretary. By hosting 106 deliberative debates for more 

than ten thousand citizens all over the worlds, the partners of WWViews in more than 

80 countries can bring forward the views and the voices of citizens from across the 

globe can only contribute to a positive new universal climate agreement in Paris in 

December.  

 

“Through a public discussion, citizens can getideas of what they know and 

expect of the world’s climate problem, based on which we can draft public 

recommendations for climate policies to governments around the world in COP 21,” 

said WWViews Taiwan Project Leader Lin Tze-luen (林子倫), a professor of political 

science at National Taiwan University (NTU), when referring to a UN climate 

meeting known as COP21 to be held in Paris at the end of this year. 

 

“We’ve asked people who are over 16 years old to sign up for this event and 

join the meeting in three cities in Taiwan” Lin said.”Also, we’ve saved seats for 

indigenous people in Taiwan to attend this conference because they are often front 

line victims of some serious environmental problems.” 

 

During this one-day event, participants not only can discuss climate issues and 

exchange different thoughts, but they’re also able to vote on some of the issues that 

will be negotiated during the COP21, Lin said, adding that although Taiwan is not part 

of the UN, Taiwanese can sign up to participate in the meeting because of years of 

participation and efforts in this global event. 

 

“From Nov. 30 to Dec. 11, the United Nations Conference on Climate Change 

negotiations will take place in Paris, France” said Lin. After gathering the votes and 

opinions of citizens, he can help pass on the opinions of ordinary citizens to political 
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decision-makers in the upcoming Cop 21. 

 

During COP21 summit, government leaders from more than 100 countries, as 

well as representatives of non-governmental organizations, businesses and industries 

from around the globe are expected to reach a climate agreement about what happens 

after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012, Lin said. 

 

 

 

 Hosted time and place of WWViews 

Time: Sat, Jun 6, 2015 9 AM to 7PM  

Place: Taipei - Taipei City Hall（ShenPao-chen Hall）台北市政府沈葆楨廳 

Taichung - Taichung City Hall 台中市政府 

Tainan - Tainan Cultural and Creative Park 台南文化創意產業園區 

 

 Contact Details 

You can contact us or access the website if you need further information. 

Website：http://rsprc.ntu.edu.tw/zh-TW/wwviews 

Facebook：https://www.facebook.com/2015WWVinTaiwan 

Live Stream：

http://rsprc.ntu.edu.tw/zh-TW/wwviews/the-results/the-results-wwviews/238-2015ww

views-live 

 

台大社科院 College of Social Science, National Taiwan University 

Cheng Feng Chi(鄭峰齊)   

Mobile: 0910-920027   

E-mail: francois_fengchi@hotmail.com 

 

(Press package)  

QR code 

 

Website : 

https://goo.gl/qxkojz 

 

http://rsprc.ntu.edu.tw/zh-TW/wwviews
https://www.facebook.com/2015WWVinTaiwan
http://rsprc.ntu.edu.tw/zh-TW/wwviews/the-results/the-results-wwviews/238-2015wwviews-live
http://rsprc.ntu.edu.tw/zh-TW/wwviews/the-results/the-results-wwviews/238-2015wwviews-live


3 
 

 

Reference 

1. World Wide Views on Climate and Energy Website -THE PROJECT 

http://climateandenergy.wwviews.org/features/ 

 

THE PROJECT 

 

World Wide Views on Climate and Energy (WWViews on Climate and Energy) is a 

global citizen consultation, providing unique information about how far citizens 

around the world are willing to go, in order to deal with climate change and to bring 

forward an energy transition. 

 

On the same day, citizens selected to reflect the demographic diversity in their 

countries or regions (at least 100 per country or region) will attend daylong meetings, 

starting at dawn in the Pacific, and continuing until dusk in the Americas. The 

ambition is to involve 10,000 citizens in 100 countries. All citizens will receive 

information about pros, cons and views on different climate and energy policies, 

targets and measures (both in advance and on that day) and all meetings will follow 

the same agenda and guidelines in order to make the results comparable. 

 

Citizens will express their views on an identical set of questions, designed to reflect 

policy controversies at the COP negotiations and political discussions about climate 

and energy in general. The results will be published in real-time via a web-tool, 

allowing for easy exploration and comparisons of results; one country with another, 

developed countries with developing, etc. 

 

WHY IS THIS INITIATIVE IMPORTANT ? 

 

Dealing successfully with climate change and energy transition requires public 

support. WWViews on Climate and Energy provides policymakers with in-depth and 

credible knowledge of the level of this support. It does so regarding key issues that are 

not easily addressed in opinion polls. It thus supplements polls such as Eurobarometer, 

by providing a credible snapshot of public opinions on some of the more complex 

issues, that policymakers need to address. 

 

Due to the credibility of the results (citizens have been well informed and been given 

the opportunity to discuss their views with fellow citizens) they are an important asset 

http://climateandenergy.wwviews.org/features/
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to politicians wishing to point out to either domestic or foreign colleagues whether or 

not there is public support for the position, they are taking. The results will reveal 

whether or not citizens wish to go further than their politicians in setting targets and 

implementing measures for dealing with climate change and promoting energy 

transition. This information could and should be used actively by politicians in the 

public debate, the media, and the COP21 negotiations. 

 

Although the project is not a campaign, it does help raise public awareness about 

challenges and opportunities. It also sets an example for how to increase the 

legitimacy and transparency of global governance, by offering ordinary citizens an 

opportunity for participating in the decision-making process. 

 

The methodology is well developed and successfully used twice at the global level 

(WWViews on Global Warming in 2009 leading up to the climate COP15, 

andWWViews on Biodiversity in 2012, leading up to the biodiversity COP12). It has 

also been successfully used for the French national debate on energy transition. 

 

THE CO-INITIATORS 

 

The World Wide Views 2015 on Climate and Energy is co-initiated by the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) secretariat, the 

French National Commission for Public Debate (FR), the Danish Board of 

Technology Foundation (DK) and Missions Publiques (FR), with the support of the 

French Government, COP21 host. 

 

The project is coordinated by the Danish Board of Technology in collaboration with 

Missions Publiques and the French National Commission for Public Debate and 

implemented by existing and new partners in the World Wide Views Alliance. 

 

 

BECOME A PARTNER 

 

If you are interested in organizing a WWViews citizen consultation in your country or 

region, please download the open invitation, with an explanation of what it requires to 

become a National or Regional Partners and how to proceed in case you do indeed 

meet those requirements. 

 

WHO SUPPORTS IT ? 
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The project is funded by the French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development 

and Energy (MEDDE), the National Commission for Public Debate (CNDP), 14 

French Regions through the Association des Régions de France (Aquitaine, Auvergne, 

Basse-Normandie, Centre-Val-de-Loire, Franche-Comté, Guadeloupe, 

Haute-Normandie, Île-de-France, Martinique, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, Poitou-Charentes, 

Provence-Alpes-Côte-d’Azur, La Réunion, Rhône-Alpes), ENGIE (GDF Suez), the 

Presidency of the French National Assembly, the German Federal Environment 

Agency, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development (MAEDI), the 

European Space Agency (ESA), the Fondation de France, the EE-LV group of the 

French Senate, the Danish KR Foundation, the Norwegian Ministry of Climate and 

Environment, Grenoble-AlpesMétropole and the city of Paris. 

 

 

 

2. World Wide Views on Climate and Energy Website -PRESS  

http://climateandenergy.wwviews.org/press/ 

 

FRENCH PRESIDENT TALK 

 

FRENCH PRESIDENT FRANÇ OIS HOLLANDE PRAISED IT IN HIS YEARLY 

SPEECH TO THE FRENCH CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES, LAST JANUARY. 

 

(excerpt) 

 

France will welcome – no need to say – the 21st conference of policy maker on 

climate change, COP 21. This is a very decisive stake. We must be ready, in current 

debates (this is diplomate’s role), but also in our own country, to be a reference, to be 

a model. French National Commission of Public Debate will so be in charge to 

prepare this meeting with a simple idea : in one hundred countries of the world, on 

hundred men and women citizens will gather together in order to express their opinion 

on main negociation’s axis. A World Wide Views citizen consultation ! 

 

I am proud our National Assembly President has been one of the firsts to join forces 

with this approach. I wish that the whole Parliament could actively be part of the 

debate on environmental conference and COP21. To Reach an agreement next 

December, we will need to convince all countries. Here too, we will need to show that 

we, host country, did the essential steps. energy transition is not actually just a policy 

http://climateandenergy.wwviews.org/press/


6 
 

project debated at Senate ; it already musts involve us. 

 

3. World Wide Views on Climate and Energy Website -THE METHOD 

http://climateandenergy.wwviews.org/the-method/ 

 

THE METHOD 

 

World Wide Views is a multisite citizen consultation. It is called World Wide Views 

due to the fact that it has been developed and now three times used for global citizen 

consultations, but it can also be used at the regional and national level. 

 

The core of the method is to have citizens at multiple sites debate the same policy 

related questions relating to a given issue on the same day. The standard is to have 

100 citizens participating at each site, selected to reflect the demographic diversity in 

their country or region. Before the citizen consultations, participants receive written 

information material presenting facts and opinions about the issues at hand. 

Information videos are screened at the actual consultations as an introduction to each 

thematic session. 

 

The questions put to the citizens are identified through a comprehensive consultation 

of policymakers and stakeholders worldwide in order to address the most pertinent, 

debated, and disputed policy issues debated in the policy process addressed. The 

information material is designed to present citizens with pros and cons of voting one 

way or another on the questions at hand. The information material is reviewed by a 

scientific advisory board and both questions and information material is reviewed by 

citizen focus groups in different parts of the world prior to being finalized. For more 

information on this process, see the box(es) at the right. The videos present a 

summary of the written information material. 

 

All meetings follow the exact same format: The day is divided into 5 thematic 

sessions, followed by evaluation questions. An information video introduces the 

thematic issue and citizens are then presented with a set of questions (5 to 8) with 

pre-prepared answering options. Groups of 5-6 citizens deliberate on the questions 

before them, assisted by a trained table moderator. At the end of each session – this 

can take between 1 and 1 ½  hour – citizens vote individually on the questions. 

 

Votes are then collected and reported to the World Wide Views website, where results 

can be compared as they arrive throughout the day – starting in Asia and finishing on 

http://climateandenergy.wwviews.org/the-method/
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the American West Coast. Comparisons can be made between countries, continents 

and different groupings, such as developing and developed countries. The first World 

Wide Views (on Global Warming) also included a session in which citizens made up 

their own recommendations for policymakers. The second (on Biodiversity) offered 

partners the opportunity to do so in order to produce recommendations to the national 

and local level, and the same goes for the current one on Climate and Energy. 

 

The results are subsequently analyzed and presented to policymakers – both by the 

responsible partners at the national level and by the coordinators at the global level, 

which has so far been at UN conferences for parties to the climate and biodiversity 

conventions. 

 

The method was developed by the DBT and other partners in the World Wide Views 

Alliance, which was established for this purpose, prior to the climate COP15 in 

Copenhagen in 2009. The aim was develop a method that would be cheap and easy to 

use for partners in all parts of the world; a method that would produce results, which 

were easily communicated to policymakers; and a method, which would provide 

participating citizens with balanced information and give them the opportunity to 

discuss the issues at hand with other citizens. 

 

 


