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FUKUSHIMA CHANGED GERMANY!
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PROTESTS AFTER FUKUSHIMA
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Chernobyl: 1986

1. Phase-Out: 2000

Fukushima: March 2011

2. Phase-Out: June 2011
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NUCLEAR PHASE-OUT
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NUCLEAR WASTE IN GERMANY

• High radioactive waste: 28.100 m3

• Medium and low radioactive waste:

• Deployed in Schacht Konrad: 303.000 m3

• Depleted Uranium: 100.000 m3

• Waste from the drowned storage 

mine „Asse“: 48.000 m3

• Other waste: 5.500 m3

Total: almost ½ million tonnes of nuclear 
waste!
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NUCLEAR WASTE IN GERMANY
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FINAL STORAGE: TRY & ERROR

» Asse: 

• 1967 to 1978 storage of 125.787 barrels into empty salt mine 

• No long-term security-check in advance

• Today: water entry 12 m³/day, structure/substance of the mine is 
bad 

• Barrels are not safe, removal is the only option – but how? 
(dangerous)

» Gorleben: 

• Chosen in 1977 for political reasons, 

• Long-term conflict in science, politics & society
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NUCLEAR WASTE IN GERMANY “ASSE”
LOSS OF THE TRUST AND CONFIDENCE OF THE POPULATION IN 
RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES 
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2 Chairs
rotating

8 representatives of 
the federal states

8 members of 
the Bundestag

8 scientists

8 representatives of 
civil society

(2 each from Unions, 
Churches, nuclear 

corporations & enviro. NGOs)

STRUCTURE OF THE COMMISSION
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TASKS OF THE COMMISSION

 Establishment of criteria for site selection 

 Evaluation of Repository Site Selection Act

 (Standortauswahlgesetz, StandAG)

 Legislative procedure has been completed 
in March 2017

 Development of concept for participation of public 
society
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TIMETABLE OF NUCLEAR STORAGE
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PRINCIPLES FOR SELECTION OF STORAGE

National responsibility

Equal treatment

Polluter-pays-principle

Legitimacy by procedure

Building trust
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FINANCING OF GERMANY’S NUCLEAR PHASE-OUT 
LAW OF DECEMBER 2016 (KFK-GESETZ)

energy companies secure reserves of
24,2 Mrd. €
purpose: deconstruction, container, 
transport

 companies/ operators have unlimited
increased liability

 obliagtion for quick deconstruction
 sum has to be liquid (= „real“ money)

state secures 23,6 Mrd. € (including risk
charges of 6,2 Mrd. €)  
purpose: intermediate- and final storage

 public fund
 exempt from increased liability as

soon as risk primes are paid
 intermedia storages operated by

state-owned society
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FINANCING OF GERMANY’S NUCLEAR PHASE-OUT 
LAW OF DECEMBER 2016 (KFK-GESETZ)

energy companies secure reserves of
24,2 Mrd. €
purpose: deconstruction, container, 
transport

 companies/ operators have unlimited
increased liability

 obliagtion for quick deconstruction
 sum has to be liquid (= „real“ money)

state secures 23,6 Mrd. € (including risk
charges of 6,2 Mrd. €)  
purpose: intermediate- and final storage

 public fund
 exempt from increased liability as

soon as risk primes are paid
 intermedia storages operated by

state-owned society

Conditions:
• companies have to withdraw announced complaints (against final storage, nuclear

phase-out)
• no misuse of reserves allowed
• law concerning company liability has been passed combined
• accounting regulations including proof of liquidity are necessary
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RESERVES & EXPECTED COSTS
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DISPOSAL SELECTION:

Goal of finding the safest form of disposal for 
high-level radioactive waste: safety takes 
precedence

Waste must be stored in Germany

Disposal must not place a permanent burden 
on future generations

Possibility to correct mistakes: irreversibility 
must be avoided

Whole process must be transparent, with 
significant participation of the citizens 
concerned
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INTERMEDIATE STORAGE: 40 YEARS – BUT 
AFTERWARDS?

2000 21002050

site 
selection 

2018-2031

exploration
2031-2050

storage
2050-
2070

observation 
before 
closure 

2070-2100

closure 
2100-?

Lingen (2002-2042)

Biblis, Grafenrheinfeld, Gundremmingen, 

Neckarwestheim, Brunsbüttel, Krümmel, 

Grohnde (2006-2046)

Isar/Ohu, Philippsburg, Brokdorf, 

Unterweser (2007-2047)

Gorleben until 2034

Ahaus                     until 2036
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10.000 500.000                1.000.000                                           500.000           1.000.000

I

1 MILLION YEARS: CAN YOU IMAGINE?

I 0
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SEARCH PROCESS

comparative

transparent

based on 

scientific 

evidence

participative

all over the 

country 

(Gorleben too)

first
phase 

Application of criteria on the basis of 
available data, preliminary safety checks

Law of the German Bundestag and the 
Federal Assembly about regions of sites for 
overground exploration

second
phase 

Overground exploration of several 
appropriate regions for sites

Law of German Bundestag and Federal 
Assembly about appropriate sites for 
underground exploration

third
phase 

Underground exploration of several sites

Law of German Bundestag and Federal 
Assembly about final location for a final 
disposal site
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CRITERIA
» Primacy of safety  precedence of geology

» All rock types: clay, salt, crystalline

» Kinds of criteria: exclusion criteria, minimum 
specifications, geoscientific assessment criteria, 
planning science criteria

» Changes to Working Group for the Selection 
Procedure for Final Repository Locations: “white 
map”, reversibility, overburden rock, max. 
temperature at 100 Celsius
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Local Regional conferences and discussions with local 
population

Supra-regional “Council of the regions” expert conference

National National support body

Broad population Information platform with a transparent registry of 
information

especially in the concept of participation key demands from the 
participation formats of the commission have been considered (e.g. 
“Council of the regions”, inclusion of interim storage-communities, 
citizen, commissioner for participation)
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WHERE IS THE JUSTICE? 
LET´S CALL IT A DILEMMA …

» Gorleben

» Lawsuits made by the energy providers

» Interim storage

» Right of future generations



THANK YOU

Contact:
Bärbel Höhn MdB
baerbel.hoehn@bundestag.de
Twitter: @BaerbelHoehn



BACKUP:
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STEPS OF SITE SELECTION PROCEDURE
 Based on commission report

 Investigation of regions coming into consideration and 
selection of sites for overground exploration (Art. 1,§13 
StandAG)

 Law for overground exploration; finally proposals for sites for 
underground exploration (Art. 1,§14 StandAG)

 Law for underground exploration (Art. 1,§17 StandAG)

 underground exploration and comparison of sites, decision for 
a site per law (Art. 1,§20 StandAG)

 Approval procedure according to §9b section 1a AtG for 
establishing, operation and shutdown of final disposal site
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PRICES ARE STABILIZING

Accessed on June 16, 2016 at www.energytransition.de 
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AROUND 100 
„ENERGY 
MUNICIPALITIES“ 
ACROSS GERMANY

• Commit going 
100% renewable

• Benefit from value 
chains

• Energy Advice for 
local population

• Creation of an 
energy concept
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92% SUPPORT
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ONLY 12% OWNED BY THE „BIG FOUR“
THE „ENERGIEWENDE“ BELONGS TO THE PEOPLE!
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Complete PV 

system
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PEOPLE LOVE RENEWABLES!
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3| UN SUMMITS 2015

1. Sustainable development goals

2. Implementation Paris agreement
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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Implementation Paris Agreement

Ratification of the agreement

Enter into force prior to the elections in the US

Review Mechanismus

Securing the financing
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THERE IS NO PLANET B



3 POSSIBLE 
COOPERATION
 Exchange of Best-Practise-Examples

Renewable Energies Law (EEG)

Climate Change Legislation

Adapting to Climate Change

 Coal phase-out 

 Implementation of SDGs

 Think global, act local.


